Cottonwood Municipal Airport
1001 W. Mingus Avenue
Cottonwood, AZ 86326
(928) 340 – 2727

Cottonwood City Hall
827 N. Main Street
Cottonwood, AZ 86326
(928) 634 – 5526

AGENDA
THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COTTONWOOD AIRPORT COMMISSION, TO BE HELD
WEDNESDAY, MAY 08, 2019 AT (6:00 P.M.), LOCATED AT THE COTTONWOOD
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 826 N. MAIN STREET, COTTONWOOD, ARIZONA.)
I.
CALL TO ORDER
II.
ROLL CALL
III.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
IV.
BRIEF SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS BY COMMISSION, FBO, AND AIRPORT
MANAGER -- THE PUBLIC BODY DOES NOT PROPOSE, DISCUSS, DELIBERATE OR TAKE LEGAL
ACTION ON ANY MATTER BROUGHT UP DURING THIS SUMMARY UNLESS THE SPECIFIC
MATTER IS PROPERLY NOTICED FOR LEGAL ACTION UNDER THE NEW OR OLD BUSINESS
SECTION OF THIS AGENDA.
V.
CALL TO THE PUBLIC -- This portion of the agenda is set aside for the public to address
the Commission regarding an item that is not listed on the agenda for discussion. However, the Commission
cannot engage in discussion regarding any item that is not officially listed on the agenda for discussion
and/or action (A.R.S. §38-431.02.A. (H).) Therefore, pursuant to A.R.S. §38-431.01.G., action taken as a
result of public comment will be limited to directing staff to study the matter, responding to any criticism
or scheduling the matter for further consideration and decision at a later date.

Comments are limited to a 3-minute time period.
VI.

NEW BUSINESS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

VII.

New Airport Signage (see attached pictures)
Set a work Session Date
Non-Motorized (hanglider and skydiver) landing zone options (see attached report)
New gate (see attached pictures)
Airport Master Plan.

ADJOURNMENT

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.02(B) the Commission may vote to go into executive session on any agenda item pursuant to A.R.S. §
38-431.03(A) (3) and (4) for discussion and consultation for legal advice with the City Attorney.
The Cottonwood Council Chambers is accessible to the handicapped in accordance with Federal “504” and ADA laws. Those with
needs for special typeface print or hearing devices may request these from the Public Works Department at 634-8033 (TDD 6345526). All requests must be made at least 24 hours before the meeting.

City of Cottonwood, Arizona
Airport Commission Agenda Communication
Meeting Date:
Subject:
From:

May 8, 2019
New Signage at Airport
Morgan Scott, Special Projects Coordinator

REQUESTED ACTION
Discussion of recent signage installed at the airport.
If the Commission desires to make a motion the suggested motion is: No Suggestion
BACKGROUND
The Commission had discussed in the past installing new signage at the airport. The exact wording had not yet been
finalized and the Commission had directed staff to bring options back as a part of the noise abatement discussion
however per direction from the Commission Chair the signage below has been installed in two locations at the
airport.

City of Cottonwood, Arizona
Airport Commission Agenda Communication
Meeting Date:
Subject:
From:

May 8, 2019
Optional Locations for Non-Motorized Landing Zone (NMLZ)
Morgan Scott, Special Projects Coordinator

REQUESTED ACTION
Discussion and direction for proposed location of Non-Motorized Landing Zone (NMLZ).
If the Commission desires to make a motion the suggested motion is: No Suggestion
BACKGROUND
The City of Cottonwood received a letter from the Arizona Hangliders and Paragliders Association (AZHPA) to
develop a landing zone in the City of Cottonwood to compliment the world famous hanglider jump off point on
Mingus Mountain. Staff has developed three options and would like direction from the Commission:
A) A lease trade with the Mongini Group for land the city owns next to the north clear zone for land that Mongini
leases near Happy Jack Way. This would not be a trade of fee title property, but rather a trade of the lease.
The lease terms would likely not change. This would place the NMLZ between Happy Jack Way and the
EAA building. In the past the Commission has expressed concern that they do not want to see land this close
to the clear zone developed. APS has taken concern about the proximity to the power lines in this location.
The hangliders are not concerned about the power lines.
B) A land trade with the City Wastewater Department for Airport owned land which they are currently
occupying and land adjacent to the Mesquite Hills Subdivision. This would place the NMLZ between the
Humane Society and the Mesquite Hills Subdivision. Many of the residents are concerned about the
proximity to the residences. This would also take a while to develop as the land trade would need to be passed
through the FAA. However, this would solve two issues the second being the city’s non-airport use of airport
property. APS has taken concern about the proximity to the power lines in this location also. The hangliders
are not concerned about the power lines.
C) Option C is to leave the NMLZ where the skydiving Landing Zone (LZ) was located however this area will
be graded down in the next few years and any improvements would need to be temporarily relocated near
Happy Jack Way.
D) Option D: Place the NMLZ adjacent to the north clear zone. Although no land trades would be needed this
location is very near the flight path and would be highly discouraged.
E) Option E: The existing hanglider LZ in Riverfront park. The City has future plans for the park that will not
be cohesive with a LZ and the trees in the area make it difficult for hangliders. Finally, this location forces
the hangliders to cross the flight path of powered aircraft creating a safety issue.
F) Option F: The dirt road south of Ogden Ranch Road, known as Old State Route 279. This road is behind a
gate which could be used to prevent vehicles from driving the road. The hangliders may not like this location
because it is very far from any existing facilities. This location is approximately 4 miles south of the airport.
Prior to any agreement being taken to the Airport Commission for a final vote, there will be a public meeting in
which members of the surrounding neighborhood will be invited to participate and provide input. The AZHPA will
develop a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for the NMLZ which will be incorporated into an agreement and
will be reviewed by the City of Cottonwood and the Arizona FAA Safety Team (FAAST) prior to final
acceptance. The SOP should refer to part 103 and specifically 103.17 as well as other relevant documents.
Attachments:
1) Letter from the AZHPA
2) Map of proposed options
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City of Cottonwood, Arizona
Airport Commission Agenda Communication
Meeting Date:
Subject:
From:

May 8, 2019
New Gate location
Morgan Scott, Special Projects Coordinator

REQUESTED ACTION
Discussion of recent gate relocation at the airport.
If the Commission desires to make a motion the suggested motion is: No Suggestion
BACKGROUND
The Verde Valley Flyers and the FBO requested that the airport main gate be relocated from its location near the
terminal to the western access road which leads to the EAA Building. The goal being to reduce vehicle traffic near
parked aircraft. The gate card reader has been relocated. Unfortunately this gate is slightly slower than the old gate.
The gate controls have been modified make the gate open and close as quickly as possible.

