A CALL TO ARTISTS
Design a Compass Rose for the Cottonwood Municipal Airport!
The City of Cottonwood Municipal Airport is calling all local artists to
submit an original design for an aeronautical compass rose. The winner will
paint their compass rose on the ramp at the Airport at approximately 50 feet
in diameter as part of the national airmarking program. In addition
to aesthetic appeal and creativity, the design must also incorporate the
technical requirements of a usable compass rose.
Artists are encouraged
to provide a design that
incorporates the essence
of Cottonwood.
Theme Ideas:
• The Heart of Arizona
Wine Country
• Inspiring a Vibrant
Community
• The City of Cottonwood
Celebrates 60 Years
• The History of
the Cottonwood
Municipal Airport
• Uniquely Cottonwood

The History of the Compass Rose
The Compass Rose first appeared on ships’ navigational charts around 1300. The term “rose”
stems from the fact that the design looks like rose petals. The now-standard 32-point compass
rose has a fleur-de-lis indicating north, and the cross indicating east (long thought to be the
direction to paradise), evolved around the time of Christopher Columbus. The compass rose on
a map or navigational chart provides directional information.
An airport compass rose is used to calibrate the aircraft’s magnetic compass. It is also often
a unique airfield identifier found at many general aviation airports. It is typically part of the
airport’s “airmarking” program, a system devised in the 1930s to identify airports.
Take a look at the following page for some reference materials, and to see some examples of
compass rose designs and actual airport compass roses.

Contest Rules
Eligibility: Artists must live or work in the Verde Valley. Submissions may be made by individual
artists or teams. Employees of the City of Cottonwood and their families are not eligible.
Submission: Entries may be submitted as either original artwork, photos of artwork, or as digital
files (EPS, JPG, or PDF are acceptable digital file formats). Entries should be accompanied by
examples of previous work by artist or team.
Deadline: Entries must be received no later than noon Wednesday, September 30. Hard-copy
entries may be dropped off at City Hall (827 N. Main St.). Digital entries should be sent to
pio@cottonwoodaz.gov.
Judging: A committee comprised of City employees will select five finalists. These entries will be
posted, and the Cottonwood community will be invited to vote for their favorite. Whichever
entry receives the most community votes will paint their compass rose on the ramp at the
Cottonwood Municipal Airport. The timeline for judging is as follows:
• Finalists will be announced Wednesday, October 7.
• Community voting will be conducted online through Wednesday, October 21.
• The winner will be announced Friday, October 30.
The winning compass rose will be painted on the Airport ramp by the winning artist, with
paint and supplies paid for by the City.
Prize: The winner(s) will be taken on a ride with an aviator. A dedication ceremony and ribbon
cutting are slated for Friday, November 20. The winner(s) and family members will be invited
to participate in the dedication ceremony conducted by the City of Cottonwood.
Please direct any questions to pio@cottonwoodaz.gov.

Compass Rose Examples

Magnetic Compass
A magnetic compass shows direction by means of a magnetic pointer that aligns itself with Earth’s magnetic field.
The invention dates back to the Han Dynasty and Tang Dynasty in China at about 206 BC. The compass was used
during the Song Dynasty by the military for navigational orienteering c. 1040, and then for maritime navigation by
around 1111 to 1117. Since then it has become synonymous with navigation for all forms of transportation, including
aircraft, ships, land vehicles, and foot travel.

Airmarking
The Ninety-Nines, an organization celebrating women in aviation, tells the history of the process of “Airmarking.”
To learn more about this history visit https://www.ninety-nines.org/air-marking.htm.
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