
 
SECTION 407. LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS.  
 
A. PURPOSE. 

 
The purpose of this Section is to provide usable open space and landscaping within the 
City of Cottonwood and promote the safety and general welfare of the public by 
establishing minimum requirements for usable open space within all developments.  In 
those instances where the minimum standards and requirements are not sufficient to 
achieve the purpose and objectives of this section, the Design Review Board or 
Community Development Director may impose such other reasonable requirements as 
may be deemed appropriate.  

 
B. GENERAL REGULATIONS.  
 
 1. The provisions of this section shall apply to all parcels within the city limits of 

Cottonwood except single family residential uses. 
 
 2. All portions of the development site not occupied by buildings, structures, vehicle 

access and parking areas, loading / unloading areas, and approved storage areas shall 
be landscaped in accordance with these provisions. 

 
 3. Future building pads within a phased development shall be improved with temporary 

landscaping, or otherwise maintained weed-free in such a manner as may be approved 
by the director. 

 
 4. All disturbed portions of a parcel not in parking, landscaping or building must be 

covered with some type of aggregate such as gravel or granite. 
 
 5. Provisions must be made for continued maintenance and irrigation and all dead 

trees/shrubs must be replaced within three months - with leeway for time of year. 
 
 6. The landscaping of all street rights-of-way, contiguous with the proposed 

development site and not used for street pavement, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, or 
driveways, shall be required in addition to the required on-site landscaped areas. 

 
 7. At least 50% of the required landscaping, other than parking lot landscaping, must be 

between the structures and the street(s). 
   
 8. Landscaping and/or meaningful open space, exclusive of parking and driveways and 

in accordance with provisions stated above, shall be provided according to the 
following schedule: 

 
  a. R-2 Zone - 25% of lot + 20% of parking lots over 10 spaces 
 
  b. R-3 Zone - 20% of lot + 20% of parking lots over 10 spaces 
 
  c. R-4 Zone - 20% of lot + 20% of parking lots over 10 spaces 
 
  d. C-1 Zone - 10% of lot + 10% of parking lots over 10 spaces 



 
  e. C-2 Zone - 10% of lot + 10% of parking lots over 10 spaces 
 
  f. I-1 Zone -   20% of lot + 10% of parking lots over 10 spaces 
 
  g. I-2 Zone -   10% of lot + 10% of parking lots over 10 spaces 

 
9. a. Each 1000 square foot of required landscaping shall contain one plant unit which 

is equal to a total of the following: 
 

2 -15 gallon trees 
4 - 5 gallon trees / shrubs 
10 -1 gallon shrubs / ground covers 

 



 b. Substitutions may occur as follows: 
    

1 -15 gallon = 3- 5 gallon 
1 - 5 gallon = 3 - 1 gallon 

 
 c. At least 50% of all 1 gallon plants must be evergreen ground cover. 

 
 10. At least one 15 gallon street tree (planted within 25 feet of the edge of 

pavement or curb) shall be planted for each 40 feet of street frontage.  Trees 
required per 9.a above may be counted toward the requirement. 

 
 11. The Design Review Board has developed a recommended list of plant 

materials : 
 

Abelia grandiflora DS Glossy Abella part shade 

Abelia g. "Prostrata" DS Spreading Abelia part shade 

Acer palmatum DT Japanese Maple part shade 

Ajuga reptans EUC Carpet Bugle shade 

Albizia julibrissin DOT Mimosa part shade 

Arbutus unedo EOT Strawberry Tree part shade 

Arctostaphylos manzanita BLS Manzanita desert 

Arctostaphylos uva-ursi EU Bearberry  

Atriplix canescens ES Saltbush desert 

Aucuba japonica ES Japanses Aucuba shade 

Baccharis pilutaris EUC Coyote brush  

Berberis thunbergil DS Japanese Barberry  

Buxus micrphylis japonica BLS Japanese Boxwood part shade 

Buxus sempervirens BLS Common Boxwood part shade 

Caesalpinia gilliesii DS Bird of Paradise Bush desert 

Carya Illinoinensis DT Pecan  

Cedrus atlantica ET Atlas Cedar  

Cedrus deodara ET Deodar Cedar  

Celtis pallida DT Desert Hackberry desert 

Ceridium floridum DOT Palo Verde freezes back-desert 

Cercis canadensis DOT Eastern Redbud shade 

Chilopsis linearis DOT Desert Willow desert 



Cortaderia selloana ES Pampas Grass unruly with age 

Cotoneaster apiculatus DS Rockspray  

Cotoneaster dammeri  DS Rockspray  

Cupressus glabra ET Arizona Cypress desert 

Cupressus sempervirens ET Italian Cypress  

Cyperus alternifolius ES Umbrella Plant pond 

Cyperus papyrus ES Papyrus pond 

Euonymus fortunel BLS  part shade 

Euonymus radicans "Colorata" EUC Winter Creeper part shade 

Euonymus radicans "Sarcoxie" BLS  part shade 

Forsythia suspensa DS Weeping Forsythia part shade 

Fouquieria splendens DOT Ocotillo desert 

Fraxinus velutina DT Arizona Ash desert 

Fraxinus v. "Modesto" DT Modesto Ash  

Gelsemium simpervirens EUC Carolina Jessamine part shade 

Ginkgo biloba DT Maldenhair Tree part shade 

Gleditsia "Moraine" DT Moraine Locust  

Gleditsia "Sunburst" DT Sunburst Locust  

Hedera helix EUC English Ivy shade 

Hesperaloe parviflora ES  cactus 

Ilex comuta BLS Chinese Holly part shade 

Ilex vomitoria BLS Yaupon Holly part shade 

Juniperus horizonatalis "Bar 
Harbor" 

ES Bar Harbor  

Juniperus horizonatalis "Plumosa" ES Andorra Juniper  

Juniperus horizonatalis "Wiltonii" EUC Blue Carpet Juniper  

Juniperus sabina "Tamariscifolia" ES Tam Juniper  

Juniperus chinensis "Hetzli" ES Hetz Blue Juniper  

Juniperus chinensis "Pfitzerana" ES Golden Pfitzer Juniper  

Juniperus chinensis "Sea Green" ES Sea Green Juniper  

Juniperus deppeana pachyphlaea ET Alligator Juniper desert 



Juniperus occidentalis ET Western Juniper desert 

Juniperus osteospema ET Utah Juniper desert 

Koeireuteria paniculata DOT Goldenrain Tree  

Lagerstroemia Indica DOT Crape Myrtle  

Leucophyllum frutescens BLS Texas Sage desert 

Ligustrum japonicum BLS Waxleaf Privet  

Ligustrum lucidum BLS Glossy Privet  

Linope muscari EUC Linope shade 

Linope spicata EUC Dwarf Linope shade 

Lonicera japonica EUC Japanses Honeysuckle  

Lonicera sempervirens DUC Trumpet Vine  

Magnolia grandiflora EOT Magnolia part shade 

Mahonia aquifolium  BLS Oregon grape part shade 

Mahonia fremontii BLS Desert Mahonia part shade 

Morus alba DT Mulberry desert 

Nandina domestica BLS Heavenly Bamboo part shade 

Nerium oleander BLS Oleander freezes back 

Oenothera berlandieri EUC Mexican Primrose desert 

Oenothera missourensis EUC Evening Primrose  

Pachysandra terminalis EUC Japanese Spurge shade 

Photinia fraseri BLS Photinia  

Photinia glabra BLS Japanese Photinia  

Pinus edulis ET Pinon Pine very slow growth 

Pinus Eldarica ET Mondell Pine  

Pinus pinea ET Italian Stone Pine  

Pinus thunbergiana ET Japanese Pine contorted habit 

Pistacia chinensis DOT Chinese Pistachio  

Pittosporum tobira BLS Tobira  

Platanus acerifolia DT London Plane Tree  

Platanus racemosa DT California Sycamore moist locations 

Platanus wrightii DT Arizona Sycamore moist locations 



Podocarpus gracilior ET Fern Pine shade 

Populus fremontii DT Western Cottonwood wet locations 

Prosopis glandulosa torreyana DOT Mesquite desert 

Prunus glandulosa DOT Flowering Almond root rot problems 

Prunus cerasifera DOT Flowering Plum root rot problems 

Prunus cerasifera "Atropurpurea" DOT Flowering Plum root rot problems 

Prunus cistena DOT Flowering Plum root rot problems 

Pyracantha coccinea BLS Firethorne  

Pyracantha "Santa Cruz" BLS Firethorne - Dwarf  

Pyrus calleryana EOT Ornamental Pear root rot problems 

Raphlolepis Indica BLS India Hawthorn  

Robinia "Purple Robe" DT Locust  

Rosmarinus officinalis BLS Rosemary desert 

Salix matsudana "Navajo" DT Globe Willow moist locations 

Salvia greggil BLS Evergreen Salvia Desert 

Sambucus caerulea neomexicana DOT Desert Elderberry desert 

Simmindsia chinensis ES Jojoba freezes back 

Sophora arizonica BLS Desert Laurel desert 

Spartium junceum ES Spanish Broom invasive-desert 

Spiraea burnaida "Froebelii" DS Spiraea part shade 

Syringa chinensis DS Chinese Lilac part shade 

Syringa persica DS Persian lilac part shade 

Thuja occidentalis ES Arborvitae  

Thuja picata ES Western Red Cedar desert 

Vibimum davadii BLS Evergreen Vibimum  

Vinca major EUC Big Leaf Myrtle part shade 

Vinca minor EUC Dwarf Myrtle part shade 

Vitex agnus-castus DOT Chaste Tree desert 

Xylosma congestum BLS   

Yucca brevifolia ES Joshua Tree cactus 

Yucca elata ES Soaptree Yucca cactus 



Yucca filamentosa ES  cactus 

Yucca gloriosa ES Spanish Dagger cactus 

Zelkova serrata DT Sawleaf Zelkova  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


