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Just The Facts!

Welcome to the year 2011, and to our next issue of “Just The
Facts,” the newsletter produced by the City of Cottonwood to keep our
citizens informed on issues that may affect you, and hopefully answer

any questions you may have.

If you don’t get your answers here,

please feel free to contact any of the City Representatives on the back

of this newsletter.

2010 Citizen’s Survey Results

In July of 2010 the City of Cottonwood
mailed a 1-page survey to citizens of
Cottonwood as well as some of our
neighboring communities, to determine; 1) the
type of businesses wanted in our community
and; 2) concerns citizens may have with our
services, and how they felt the City was
providing these services.

We televised the results during a regular

Council Meeting and felt it was important to
reach those who do not have access to the
Cottonwood Government Access channel.
% Out of the 8,852 surveys mailed out, 13%
(1,175) were returned. We anticipated only a
10% return rate and were pleased with the
participation.

KD

< More than half of the surveys returned
were by citizens that have lived in Cottonwood
for 10 or more years.

% The top 5 retail establishments requested
were Target, Kohl’s, K-Mart, Ross and Dillard’s.
< The top 5 restaurants requested were
family or chain type restaurants, these being
Olive Garden, Red Lobster, Applebee’s, Chili’s
and Golden Corral.

< Also important to note, our citizens
requested a warehouse type store (Costco or
Sam’s), Lowe’s Hardware, Trader Joe’s, a
multiplex theater, a hobby/arts & craft store, a
larger Sears and JC Penny and a shopping mall.

Continued on Page 2

Water Fees
Here are the facts:

The City of Cottonwood’s new water
rates have been well publicized but it is
clearly
understand what each component of the bill

important for our citizens to

represents. These components include:

. The BASE FEE — the administrative cost
to print, mail and collect bills as well as
customer service, meter reading, debt service
on bonds and operation and maintenance of
In addition, this fee
supports the capital improvement projects
(water storage, line upgrades and arsenic

the water system.

removal).

. The WATER RESOURCE FEE — this is used
to acquire additional water rights and develop

additional water resources.

. The GILA RIVER ADJUDICATION - the
cost to protect the City’s water rights in the

adjudication.

. CONSERVATION - charged for water

conservation programs.

. YAVAPAI COUNTY WATER ADVISORY
COMMITTEE — fees associated with our

participation in regional water programs
and scientific studies. The name of this
fee will change in the future, to more
accurately represent the programs and
studies in which we participate. In the
future this will be known as the REGIONAL
WATER ORGANIZATIONS & WATER
STUDIES fee.

For years our community has been
involved in proactive efforts to protect the
Verde Valley’s water supplies and we
continue to be a major player in regional
and statewide water groups. We have also
retained attorneys to represent us in the
adjudication of water rights associated
with the Verde River. It is important we
continue to maintain a high profile in
water rights legislation or reallocation of
rights that will allow us to continue to
provide a sustainable water supply for our
existing and future customers. This is our
commitment to you.

If you have questions or would like
further information, please feel free to
contact Doug Bartosh, City Manager or
Dan Lueder, Development Services

Manager. s
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Tax Rate Comparisons

It is important to know the amount of
taxes you pay to live in the City of
Cottonwood compared to other Verde
Valley municipalities. You may be
surprised to find that your tax burden is
less in Cottonwood compared to other
areas of our valley. Below is a chart that
shows the amount Cottonwood residents

pay in property and sales taxes compared
to other cities and towns. Of special note,
is the fact that you do not pay a City of
Cottonwood property tax or a fire district
tax. The city provides all of the services
you receive primarily through our 3
percent sales tax. Any property tax you
pay is assessed and collected by the
county. The property tax rates below are
based on a home valued by the County

Assessor at $200,000.

Property & Sales Tax Comparison Those residents with a
COMMUNITY PROPER]’Y FIRE DISTRICT | GENERAL Cottonwood  address
TAXES TAX PORTION | SALES TAX and who pay towards
CLARKDALE $1,727.28 $340.50 3.00% a fire district do so
CAMP VERDE $1,494.71 $439.50 2.00% because you do not
JEROME $1,562.36 $0 3.50% reside within the City
SEDONA $1,301.56 $280.00 3.00% of Cottonwood
boundaries. For
COTTONWOOD** ) i R
IN FIRE DISTRICT $1,608.81 $0 3.00% instance, if you live in
COTTONWOOD Verde Santa  Fe,
OUT OF FIRE .
DISTRICT $1,204.37 $0 3.00% Bridgeport or some

*Not in the City of Cottonwood

areas of Verde Villages you most
likely live in the county and pay
extra property tax to support your
local fire district.

The residents of Cottonwood do
not pay for a fire district as this
service is provided by the city and
paid for primarily through sales tax
collections. We also share in some
state revenue collections as well as
use fees, but predominately the city
relies on sales taxes to provide
public safety, parks, library services,
sports fields, roadway
improvements and maintenance,
and many more valued services.

If you have any questions
regarding this article please contact
any of the City representatives
listed in the contact list below.

)

2009 Citizen Survey continued

With this information, there are now areas
within the City prepared for commercial
development. We have also shared this
information with developers who have
contact with these stores, and have
indicated our interest in having these
businesses locate to our city. However, it
is also very important to note that big box
stores are currently doing very little new
construction due to the economy. We will
continue to make known our interest, and
plan for future development as the
economy recovers.

It is encouraging to note that the Old
Town area in Cottonwood has nearly run
out of available retail space, perhaps a
sign our local economy is improving.

The second part of the Community
Survey included questions about the many
services provided by the City and
requested our citizen’s opinion as to how
well those services are being provided.

The majority of City services were
graded “Good” by our citizens. These
included EMS, Fire, Police, Water and
Sewer Services, Youth, Family and Senior
Programs, Recreation and Athletic
Facilities Quality, Major Roadway Quality,
Library Facility & Services, Transportation
services and Municipal Court Quality.

No department scored less than
“Fair”. Those scoring “Fair” included Code
Enforcement, Residential Roadway
Quality, Commercial Development and
Planning & Zoning Department Quality.

With the desire for all departments to
score “Good” or above, the city has
initiated the following:

In the past, Code Enforcement was a
“reactive” process, responding only to
complaints received. Staff initiated
changes to make it a “proactive” process
and code enforcement officers now
highly  visible In the community,
contacting residents with obvious code
enforcement issues.

General Information

City of Cottonwood
Administrative Contact Information

634-5526

Admin Svcs Mgr

Community Svcs Mgr

City Manager Doug Bartosh 634-5526 dbartosh@cottonwoodaz.gov
City Attorney Steve Horton 634-5526 shorton@cottonwoodaz.gov
City Clerk M. Jiménez 634-5526 mjimenez@cottonwoodaz.gov

Rudy Rodriguez

Development Svcs Mgr Dan Lueder

Richard Faust

634-0060 x 202 rrodriguez@cottonwoodaz.gov
634-0186 x 3313 dlueder@cottonwoodaz.gov
639-3200 x 3209 rfaust@cottonwoodaz.gov

Residential Roadways has long
been a concern of the City Council.
Responding to those comments, many
collector streets have recently been
paved. Replacement of 12" St from
Mingus Ave to Birch was completed.
Mingus Ave west of Willard will be
replaced this Spring. 12" Street
between SR 89A and Fir is being
redesigned and will be replaced the
beginning of 2012, and Mingus Ave
east of Willard is scheduled for
replacement in 2012/13. These re-
designed roadways will include
sidewalks and bike lanes on both sides
of the street.

Commercial Development and
Planning & Zoning Department
Quality has recently been improved
by relocating the departments into
one development services building, to
allow our citizens “one-stop”
shopping.

As you can see, it is Council’s
desire to respond to as many of our
Citizen’s recommendations  and
concerns as possible. We appreciate
your participation in the 2010 survey.

The next Community Survey will be

distributed in March 2011 and we

look forward to your participation!
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