
Official Minutes of the  

City of Cottonwood Development Review Board Meeting 

Held May 22, 2008 at 2:00 PM at the 

Community Development Conference Room at  

821 N. Main Street - Cottonwood, Arizona 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Present:  

George Gehlert, Community Development Director   

Wes Ballew, Staff Planner  

Carol Hulse, Planning Technician  

 

 

Consideration of Minutes of 4/20/08     

 

Member Lovett moved to approve the minutes as written.  Vice Chairperson Anderson 

seconded the motion and all members present voted in favor. 

 

DRB 08-014        Mountain View Industrial Park            APN 406-06-001Y 
Review plans for a 9,400 sq. ft. warehouse building on 1.01 acres zoned I-2 located at 445 S. 6

th
 

Street.  Owner/Agent:  Gerald H. Lovett.  

 
Member Lovett recused herself due to a familial relationship with the applicant. 

 

Planner Ballew presented the staff memo and projected site plans, photos, and elevations. 

 

He said the project is located just off 6
th

 Street in the industrial zone between Mingus Avenue 

and Highway 89A.  A frame manufacturer in a steel building occupies a portion of the site.  That 

portion of the site will not be altered.  The site is accessed by an easement and is not visible from 

6
th

 Street.  Due to the heavily industrial nature of the area and the lack of visibility from the 

public street, there are no significant design issues that staff would like the Board to examine.  

 

Staff recommends approval subject to the following stipulations: 

1. That development conforms to the site/landscape plan and elevations dated 3-18-08.  

2. That development conforms to the Code Review comments from 4-1-08. 

 

The applicant said he had nothing to add to staff’s presentation. 

 

 

Call to Order 

 

Chairperson Backus called the meeting to order at 2:00 PM. 

 

Roll Call 

Chairperson Backus Present  Member Knowles  Present 

Vice Chairperson Anderson Present  Member Wasden Absent 

Member Bartmus Present  Member Lovett*  Present 

Member Cox  Present         *(P&Z Commiss. Rep)  

Public Present:     

Jerry Lovett  Travis Purinton  Mike Purinton 
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After minimal discussion consisting of verification of some details, Chairperson Backus called 

for a motion. 

 

Vice Chairperson Anderson moved to approve DRB 08-014 with the following two (2) 

stipulations. 

1.   That development conforms to the site/landscape plan and elevations dated 3-18-08.  

2.   That development conforms to the Code Review comments from 4-1-08. 

Member Knowles seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 

 

DRB 08-016                      Purinton Warehouse                     APN 406-37-009 

Review plans for a 3,225 sq. ft. industrial building on .257 acres zoned C-1 located at 1505 

Cochise Street.  Owner: Travis Purinton.  Agent:  Geoffrey Ball. 

 

The applicant arrived late.  In the interim, The Board proceeded with the discussion item detailed 

following this hearing item.  Upon the arrival of Travis Purinton of Purinton Electric, Planner 

Ballew presented the staff memo. 

 

Planner Ballew said the project is located just west of Main Street on Cochise Street.  The 

building would be rented to multiple tenants for use as contractor offices.  The parcel abuts a 

residence that is also in the C-1 Zone.  The applicant took care to mitigate any impacts on that 

home and the adjacent neighborhood.   

 

Staff had few issues with the proposal.  Planner Ballew noted that the biggest issue was the 

neighboring property with the residential use.  The owner was notified about the proposal but 

made no comment.  Planner Ballew said the rear elevation faces the home.  The elevation is 

masonry with banding and detail on the windows rather than a blank wall.  He showed site 

photos and elevations.  

 

The minimal Board discussion elicited the following points. 

� The house built in the C-1 zone was probably built before zoning was in place. 

� The house is 15 feet back from the property line and has a 4-foot block wall. 

� Staff and the applicant discussed turning the building the opposite direction and using the 

       alley for access.  However, the plan shown was the applicant’s preferred option. 

� They will use a tank for fire suppression for approximately 2 years until the city installs a 

       water line to accommodate fire suppression needs.  The tank will be inside the building. 

� Air conditioning units would be roof mounted. 

� Signage would not be lighted. 

 

Member Cox said he applauded the applicant for upgrading the look of the building. 

 

Member Cox moved to approve DRB 08-016 with the following three (3) stipulations 

recommended by staff. 

1. Development in conformance with the site/landscape plan and elevations dated 5-13-08.  

2. That the development conforms to the Code Review comments from 4-1-08. 

3. That a comprehensive sign plan be approved by staff.  

Member Lovett seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
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Discussion of Section 304.A.5 of the Cottonwood Zoning Ordinance re: Planning and 

Zoning Administrator approval authority. 

 

Chairperson Backus introduced the discussion item while the Board awaited the arrival of the 

second applicant. 

 

Director Gehlert said that, under certain circumstances outlined under Section 304.A.5 of the 

Zoning Ordinance, he could act on behalf of the Design Review Board (DRB).  He read from the 

Ordinance and asked for the Board members’ thoughts about his discretionary powers.  He noted 

that the Planning and Zoning Commission is considering giving DRB authority to allow signage 

that exceeds the height standard with certain criteria.  The city’s attorney said DRB does not 

have that authority now. 

 

Chairperson Backus indicated the Board would be willing to give Director Gehlert as much 

authority as he wants but questioned how much that is. 

 

There was miscellaneous discussion concerning the amount of work and expense created for 

applicants to produce materials to come before DRB and much of that would be avoided if some 

proposals could be approved administratively.  However, the cut-off point was unclear.  Board 

members suggested conducting preliminary reviews using digital plans forwarded to members 

via email and/or access to them on line.  Director Gehlert said he could ask if DRB wants an 

application for hearing a proposal but he could not ask them if they like the proposal.  He said 

he would think about the suggestions. 

 

The applicants for DRB 08-016 arrived and Chairperson Backus proceeded with that hearing 

item. 

 

Board Discussion 
 

� General – no discussion 

 

� Reports and Updates 

  

Director Gehlert reported possible agenda items for the June meeting would be the 

Recreation Center, Food City plaza renovation, and Taco Bell remodel.  Also possible were 

gas stations at Fry’s and at Safeway.   

 

Director Gehlert also talked briefly about a possible future Chamber of Commerce project.  

 

Adjournment 

 

Chairperson Backus adjourned the meeting at 2:44 p.m. 
 

 

Minutes prepared by    Carol Hulse, Planning Technician 

    

Date Approved          June 26, 2008 


