
City of Cottonwood 
Judicial Review and Appointments Advisory Board Meeting Minutes  

 
 

The City of Cottonwood Judicial Review and Appointments Advisory Board (JRAAB) met Thursday, 
February 16, 2012 at 4:00 PM in the Cottonwood Recreation Center, 150 S. 6th Street, Cottonwood, 
Arizona. 
 
Board Members     Present    Absent 
 
Virginia Duncan, Attorney           X 
Mary Eichman, Citizen           X 
Randall Garrison, Citizen, Vice Chair         X 
Bobbie Gooslin, Citizen           X 
Shiloh Hoggard, Attorney, Chair          X 
Lindsay Odell, Attorney           X  
Deborah Schaefer, Designee of Presiding             X 
  Judge of Arizona Superior Court, Yavapai County 
Iris Dobler, Employee/Recording Secretary        X 
 
Items of Business 
 

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by the Recording Secretary, Iris Dobler, 
at 4:02 PM.  Three new Board members were introduced:  Virginia Duncan, Attorney, 
Mary Eichman, Citizen and Bobbie Gooslin, Citizen.  Board members were reminded 
that there are to be no meetings, emails or contacts with each other between meetings 
to discuss anything regarding Board matters. 

 
II. Roll Call – A quorum of the membership was present.  Deborah Schafer, who has 

excused herself from the current duties of the Board, because of possible conflicts, was 
not in attendance.  The office of the Yavapai County Presiding Judge of Arizona 
Superior Court has decided that for various reasons, no one from their office should be 
on this Board.  Therefore, Board members were asked if they had any 
recommendations as to what category of person should fill the seventh seat on this 
Board.  Randy Garrison said that he liked having someone from the court system on the 
Board, because they understand the court system, and can share valuable information.  
This recommendation will be made to the City Council. 

 
III. Approval of Minutes of April 4, 2011 Meeting – Randy Garrison moved; Shiloh Hoggard 

seconded that the minutes be approved and accepted as written.  Passed unanimously. 
 

IV. Call to the Public – Mr. Robert Oliphant had three points he wished to make.  (1)  He 
reminded the Board that their interview of Judge LaSota could be open or closed for an 
employee-related matter.  He said it is up to the employee to make that decision.  (2)  
He requested that if salary is a consideration during the performance review, the Board 
should obtain comparable salary information from other groups.  (3)  He wanted the 



Board to consider what a proper term for a municipal judge should be.  He stated it 
could be a two-, three- or four-year term.   

 
Judge Douglas LaSota requested that if there are any negative items brought up about 
him during Board meetings, he wishes to have a chance to be heard if he has a 
response.  He also mentioned that it is not his decision to use widespread deferred 
prosecution in the Court, but that it is the prerogative of the Prosecutor.  Mr. LaSota 
wanted to hand out documents to the Board about what the Administrative Office of the 
Courts, Arizona Supreme Court, indicates is the proper method of evaluating a 
municipal judge’s performance.  (The Recording Secretary told him she would discuss 
this information with the Chairperson later and if appropriate, the document would be 
emailed to Board members.  This has been done.)  Mr. LaSota also said the Police 
Chief should not be the person that decides who to give evaluation forms to in the 
Police Department.  (The Recording Secretary mentioned that during the previous 
evaluation of the Magistrate, evaluation forms were offered to all police officers who had 
gone before the Court, and it was their decision whether to submit one or not.) 

 
V. Election of Chairperson (two-year term) – Shiloh Hoggard was nominated by Lindsay 

Odell; Randy Garrison seconded. Mr. Hoggard was elected unanimously.   
 
VI. Election of Vice Chairperson (two-year term) – Randy Garrison was nominated by 

Shiloh Hoggard; Virginia Duncan seconded. Mr. Garrison was elected unanimously. 
 

VII. Discussion of One-Year Performance Review of Incumbent Magistrate – After a brief 
discussion, Board members expressed their desire to use the same scope and format 
for collecting information as used during the last performance review.  There may be a 
few changes to the questions, but in general, they would like to use the same 
questionnaire format, and contact the same types of groups of people to gather 
information.  

 
VIII. Set Date and Time of Next Board Meeting –  March 1, 2012, 4:00 PM, Verde Room of 

the Cottonwood Recreation Center.   Questionnaires, distribution lists, etc., will be 
finalized. 

 
March 21, 2012, 4:00 PM, in the Council Chambers.  Board will conduct performance 
evaluation interview with Judge LaSota. 

 
IX. Adjournment – Randall Garrison moved to adjourn the meeting; Mary Eichman 

seconded; motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 5:30 PM. 
 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Iris Dobler, Recording Secretary 



ADDENDUM TO MINUTES  
of February 16, 2012 

Judicial Review Board Meeting 
 
 
 

Board Member Lindsay Odell had approximately one year left on her term as Vice 
Chairperson of this Board.  She relinquished this role, indicating she preferred someone 
else be elected to begin a new 2-year term to match the new Chairperson’s term. 
 
 
 
 
Iris Dobler 
Recording Secretary 
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