
 

 

A  G  E  N  D  A 
 
 

SPECIAL JOINT WORK SESSION OF THE CITY COUNCIL & PARKS & RECREATION 
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF COTTONWOOD, ARIZONA, TO BE HELD JANUARY 11, 2011, AT 
6:00 P.M., AT THE COTTONWOOD RECREATION CENTER, LOCATED AT 150 SOUTH 6TH 
STREET, COTTONWOOD, ARIZONA. 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER. 

II. ROLL CALL. 

III. WELCOME &, INTRODUCTIONS. 
 

IV. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION, CONSIDERATION, AND POSSIBLE DIRECTION TO STAFF: 
 

  Comments regarding items listed on the agenda are limited to a 5 minute  
  time period per speaker. 

 
1. FUTURE DIRECTION, NEEDS, PROGRAMS, POLICY AND PRIORITIES, 

INVOLVING THE COMMISSION’S FIVE-YEAR PLANNING DOCUMENT & THE 
TRAILS PLANNING DOCUMENT. 
 

2. FUNDING AND FUTURE PLANNING FOR THE COTTONWOOD RECREATION 
CENTER. 

 
V. CALL TO THE PUBLIC--This portion of the agenda is set aside for the public to 

address the Council regarding an item that is not listed on the agenda for 
discussion.  However, the Council cannot engage in discussion regarding any item 
that is not officially listed on the agenda for discussion and/or action (A.R.S. §38-
431.02.A.(H).)  Comments are limited to a 5 minute time period. 

 
VI. ADJOURNMENT. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Cottonwood Recreation Center is accessible to the disabled in accordance with Federal “504” and “ADA” 
laws.  Those with needs for special typeface print or hearing devices may request these from the City Clerk 
(TDD 634-5526.)  All requests must be made 24 hours prior to the meeting. 

mmclean
Callout
There is no Communication Form for this item.  Item is for discussion only.



 
 
City of Cottonwood, Arizona 
City Council Agenda Communication 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting Date: January 11, 2010 
 
Subject: Discussion – Parks & Recreation Commission 
  
Department: Parks & Recreation 
 
From:  Richard Faust, Community Services General Manager 
  Doug Hulse, Parks & Recreation Commission Chairperson 
 
 
REQUESTED ACTION 
A joint meeting on the behalf of the City Council and the Parks & Recreation Commission to discuss 
future direction, needs, programs, policy and priorities involving both the Commission Five-Year 
Planning document and the newly implemented Trails Planning document.  
 
If the Council desires to approve this item the suggested motion is: 
No Motion is necessary. 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
The Parks & Recreation Commission is charged by the City Council to review community needs  
associated with parks, open space and development activities/projects and capital improvement  
priorities. In the overview of public service objectives and needs for the City, the Commission  
Representatives have historically weighed in on specifics of future concerns as they parallel a variety of  
Community projects and needs. As it pertains to input desired by the City Council, this provides  
another avenue towards “public process” to be utilized by the Council for communication input and  
strategic planning.  
 
JUSTIFICATION/BENEFITS/ISSUES 
 
The Parks & Recreation Commission has consistently placed as a priority for implementation, the need 
to conduct a “Needs Assessment” and “Master Plan Study” for constituency involvement in the 
community process thereby obtaining vital community information involving parks, trails and recreation 
amenities. Historically throughout Arizona and the national front, many communities implement a 
planning process through a community needs assessment and a master plan for community wide 
consensus and direction for parks and recreation planning (gathering information for a public process). 
In effect this was part of the process involved with the Recreation Center Feasibility Study. The 
contractor (Barker Rinker Seacat) implemented a “Needs Assessment” throughout the community to 
gain valuable information (insight) from the citizens and thereby obtained scientific data from the 



community for the purposes of more efficient recreation amenities and services. Currently the City of 
Cottonwood relies heavily on the Capital Improvement Process (CIP) as a means of obtaining valuable 
direction for the City during the Budget process. Part of the CIP methodology involves the question of 
what type of planning process was implemented in order to reach or access value to a budgeted request 
by Department Heads. A “Needs Assessment” and “Parks/Trails Master Plan” study would benefit the 
Council, Commission and Community in obtaining valuable information to construct indicators and 
gather raw data to support community growth along with guidelines for future growth and annexations. 
Simply put, programmatic planning and strategic planning for new capital improvements can be tailored 
to the needs of the community if there is reliable information from the citizens about their preferences, 
interests and opinions. Without obtaining specific information, Councils, Commissions and staff are 
forced to rely upon special interest groups for needed information within the community which tend 
towards partiality and can be flawed. Needs assessments and Master Plans provide consistent 
information and provide for valuable planning models making it far easier to defend to the general 
public than decisions made with single source input.  
 
Example: Verde Valley Regional Trails Concept Plan was a document that was created over a two (2) 
year period by various representatives from throughout the region. Several hundred people attended the 
meetings involving this planning document, thereby providing vital community consensus towards a 
public planning document. This “Trails Concept Plan” can be used in the future by the City of 
Cottonwood towards supporting a more advanced/cohesive planning document (Cottonwood Parks, 
Recreation, Open Space & Trails - Master Plan) with a variety of study elements for Council and future 
staff, leaders and public to utilize as a road map to the future.  
 
COST/FUNDING SOURCE 
N/A. 
 
REVIEWED BY 
 
City Manager:   _________    City Attorney:   _________ 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Two (2) attachments as follows: 
 

• Parks & Recreation Five-Year Plan (2010) – 1 page 
• Colorado Springs Parks, Recreation & Trails 2000 – 2010 Master Plan (Segmented to include 

front page and table of contents) – 11 pages 
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